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HAVELOCK MUSEUM NEWSLETTER

To All Members

Our 2025–2026 year has been a busy and productive one, with many improvements made both inside and outside the museum.

The installation of heat pumps has made a significant difference, creating a much more comfortable environment for everyone who spends time enjoying the Museum's displays and learning about Havelock's history. Committee meetings are now held in the workroom at the rear of the Jack Shand Building, allowing visitors to enjoy their visit without interruption.

One of the visitor counters has been relocated to the JSB enabling us to record how many people visit both Museum buildings. Wi-Fi has also been installed, benefiting our volunteers and several of our video displays.

[image: image2.emf]Outside, copper figurines of a boy and his mother which were donated by our artistic                member Tony, have been installed on a seat and the large dray wheel has been positioned near these.  A second donation box donated by Port Marlborough has been modified and    relocated to the JSB outside the entrance/exit.

Tony has been hard at work preparing the models and research for the new Timeline display on the outside wall, as well as applying for funding to help meet the project's cost. Mike has also been assisting with this project and with laying the concrete pathway.  A number of helpers from the MenzShed, plus a friend, have also assisted under Tony’s supervision.

During Marlborough Heritage Week, Ian had arranged to lead a public tour of the Orewa Haddon paintings in Canvastown and Havelock. When Ian was unable to attend, Brian kindly stepped in, which concluded with afternoon tea at the Havelock Hall, generously provided by Joan and Susan. The event was very successful, and participants thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Heritage Week also offered many other activities throughout Marlborough.

We have received a donation from Diane Hubbard to record an audio interview of people who will remember history of the area, suggesting members of the Reader family, one of Havelock's early settler families. This is currently being organised with Penny Wardle, and to be held in the JSB in the near future.

At our most recent committee meeting, Ian invited several councillors from the Marlborough District Council to meet with us and discuss ways in which we might secure funding for a part-time staff member. Such a position would assist visitors with enquiries, photocopy historical material, prepare minutes, and help with grant applications. As our committee members become older, it is increasingly important to attract younger volunteers who are willing to take on these responsibilities and help ensure the museum continues to thrive.

Although the Council does not provide funding for wages, they suggested that we could still apply to the MDC Long Term Plan (LPT) for funding for a manager of up to three days per week. They also offered several useful ideas and contacts that we may be able to pursue

Amy Rickerby, a volunteer who is presently studying for the Museum’s certificate, has been helping with entering more of our collection items into the Collection Database.  These will go into the online eHive which has a number of the Museum items to date. This catalogue enables people from anywhere in the world to access our archives and learn more about Havelock's rich history and the Museum collection.  Right click to open this hyperlink. Browse some of the Havelock Museum Collection on eHive 

Mike has painted all the window sills and completed numerous maintenance jobs around the Museum. He also gave the locomotive a fresh coat of paint before the opening of the JSB in July 2025. Bark has been generously donated by Marlborough District Council, and spread throughout the surrounds, and Jan Chantrey-Harris has given much of her time assisting with the replanting of several garden areas with ornamental grasses.  Also the roof was water blasted to remove the lichen which had built up over the years.

Don Auckram has written a book of all who were interred in the old part of the Havelock Cemetery.  Right click to open this hyperlink.  This is a link to the Cemetery register   The book ‘History from the Grave’ is available from the Museum.  [image: image3.png]“lb(()l‘\ from \>
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A History of Havelock and the
P s District of Marlborough




Contact Rita at ritacolletjacobson@gmail.com if you would like to purchase it.  

        








The cost is $64.95 + postage.

Ian and Jan continue their never-ending task of opening and closing the Museums each day, while also keeping a watchful eye on maintenance issues and ensuring everything is operating as it should.

Our committee now meets monthly in the JSB. Our Annual General Meeting will be held at 11.00 am on Thursday, 23 July 2026, and we would be delighted to welcome all members and friends to attend.

We thank everyone who has contributed their time, skills, and enthusiasm throughout the year. Your support helps preserve Havelock's history for future generations.
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